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maxim is nearly as good for the man who has
to conquer difficulties in the field of government;
and analogies and parallels are one way of sub-
stituting pictures for plans and charts. Just
because the statesman's problem is individual,
history can give him little help. I am not so
graceless as to depreciate history or literature
either for public or for private persons. " You
are a man/' Napoleon said to Goethe; and there
is no reason why literature should prevent the
reader of books from being a man; why it
should blind him to the great practical truths
that the end of life is not to think but to will;
that everything in the world has its decisive
moment, which statesmen know and seize; that
the genius of politics, as a great man of letters
truly wrote, has not "All or Nothing" for its
motto, but seeks on the contrary to extract the
greatest advantage from situations the most
compromised, and never flings the helve after
the hatchet. Like literature the use of history
in politics is to refresh, to open, to make the
mind generous and hospitable; to enrich? to
impart flexibility, to quicken and nourish
political imagination and invention, to instruct